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DUTCH AMBASSADOR 
TO 13S 
eM AFESIT YT, 


S 1 R, 


| I M$; having had the honor'of ſeveral Audi- 
rota ences with Your Majeſty, and therein 

GS made known to You ſuch Orders as he 
hath from time to time received from 
his Maſters upon occaſion of, and concerning divers affairs, 
and eſpecially theſe tollowing : To wit, 


Seeing it is underſtood and perceived, that Veſſels of 
War are fitting and preparing on both {des , which it they 
£0 torch to Sea and meet there together, might by ſome 
milunderſtanding fall toul upon one another , Your Ma- 
jeſfy would therefore be pleated to keep back Your Fleet, 
anc not ſuffer it togo to Sea, as their Lordſhips offer on 
their part to de 5 the whole intent and defign tending one- 
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ly to the ſafety of both parties, and theprevehcion of che: 
foreſaid ſiniſter encounters, 


Moreover, W hereas their Lordſhips have been informed,. 
that Captain Helmes with tlie Veſſels under his Command 
hath now again (as heretofore) done very great and enor- 
mous injuries to the Netherlandiſh Company of the pyeft- 
Indies, by taking divers of their Veſſels upon the Coaſt of 
Africk, as alſo by making himſelt Maſter of ſome places- 
and Forts. belonging unto them , and namely amongſt. 
others of Capo Yerde,8&c, which is directly contrary, not. 
onely to the Treaty laſt concluded between Your Majeſty 
and the States of the United Provinces, but-a!ſo to mutual 
Amity and good neighbourhood :.The faid Ambatizdor did 
theretore in the name of his Supertors. demand reſtitution - 
of the ſame, and that reparation might be made of the - 
damages and intereſts, . which the ſaid Company and other 
Subjects of their Lordſhips , who were concerned, haye - 
ſuffered thereby ; as alſo that che like proceedings and 
violences- might be: prevented. for the future by an expreſs. 
Order_ 


In the third place, That their Lordfhips being from day- 
to day confirmed by certain intelligence coming from that 
Coaſt, that the foreſaid ation of Captain Holmes had not. 
onely been effected in the manner above ſpecified, but alſo 
that he was intended to catry.on his deſign further, by ma- 
king incurſions and ſeizing upon all the Coaſt, and that for 
his berter ſucceſs cherein, he expected a notable itupply of 
Ships from England; as:the whole. matter may be proved 
by the Teſtimony and Depofitions ot credible perſons 
newly come: from thence : Which actions being without 
right, rexſon- and equity,. and which conſequently can- 
not de endured, nor looked upon with a good eye, Your Ma- 
jef11v2Sentreated that it mightbe- Your good Pleaſure to 
command as. well the.laid Captain Holmes. . as others who 
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(5) 
were in that engagement, or are held to have been employ - 
ed therein, not only to reſtore the foreſaid Forts and Veſſels 
ſo taken, and to repair thedamages thereby ſuffered (as: 
reaſon requires.) but alſo that the Ships which by report 
are now ready to ſet Sail, or which may be fitting for thar: 
end, may by Your Majeſties expreſs Command be pro- 
hibited and charged not todo or cauſe any other injury or 


damage to the ſaid Company, or to any other the. Sub-- 
jects of the United Provinces, 


Fourthly, Foraſmuch as the poorand affli ted Refor-- 
med Churches in the Valleys of Piedmont have repreſen- 


ted, that after the agreement made with his Royal Highneſs 


the Duke of Savoy ſome while ſince, they are again over- 
whelmed & ruined by exactions & charges required of them 
to defray the expences-of the Army which the ſaid Duke 
had commanded againſt-them, which charges.amounted to. 
ſo high a ſum, that it was impoſſible. tor them: to make ir 


up.. for the reaſons more- at: large alledged in:their Re-- 
monſtrance z '] heretore they have deſtted the interceſsion: 


of the States General with Y our Majeſty, that Your Am- 


bafſfador in the Court of France may have order to pro-" 


cure from his MoſtChriſtian Majefty(as being Mediator be-- 


_ tween his ſad Royai Highneſs ans chem) as much favour 
and con:forc to thoſe poor afflicted Churches as can.poſ-- 


fivly by any means be obtained, . 


And fiuily,conſtdering that the Veſſels coming from the - 
Unite Provinces into the Rivers, Streams and Roads of:: 
Lis Kingdom, are ſtopped there under pretence that there - 
be Perſons and Commodities on board which come from . 
places inteQed with the Plague, or at le-{tſuſpected to be 
ſo, by.which means the treedom of Tracie and Paſſage is- 
obſtructed and diſturbed, to the great.prejudice of. the in- - 


habi:ants of both Nations : The ſaid Ambaſſador there 


jore.uvfiſted thereupon, . that-the ſame might be.remedted,, 
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«67 at leaſt that the ſtritneſs of choſe Orders might be mi- 
tigated in ſuch meaſure as in reaſon ſhall be found conye- 


nient 5 And that the rather, becauſe, by the mercy of God, 


all the Provinces in general are not inteed with the Con- 
| tagion, 


To all that is above ſaid, Your Majeſty hath been pleaſed 
rſt point, touching 
keeping of the Fleet from going co Sea , That the nun- 
bers which were fitted and prepared on Your Majeſtzes {ide 


being no way extraordinary , but onely for common and 
cuſtomary ute, and without deſign of bringing any dam- 


age or. inconvenience upor: the inhabitants of the United 
Provinces, the ſaid Veſlels could not be kept trom going 
to Sea, becauſe Your Majeſties Honour was engaged there- 
in ; Nevertheleſs that You would »2tve ſuch Orders to the 


chief Commander of Your ſaid Fleet , that their Lord- 
ſhips ſhall have no cauſe to apprehend any {ſiniſter encoun- 
ters from it, 


As to the ſecond, touching the ation of Captain Holmes), 
Your Majeſty thought good to anſwer thereunto , Thar 
You had received no information of it, and that having 
givenno Order for his ſo doing, You would cauſe repara- 
tion to be made, if the matter proved to be true, and that 
the ſaid Captain 'Holmes ſhould be puniſhed according as 
the caſe ſhould require : Nevertheleſs adding thereunto 
afterwards at another-Audience, that the Weſt-72dia Come 
pany had likewiſe done much damage to Your Majeſties 
Subjects -upon the ſaid Coaſt., pretending to be Maſters 
thereof to themſelves alone; which thing ought to be 
conſidered alſo in its proper ſeaſon, judging it unreaſon- 
able and unjuſ that the Trade of the Exzliſh upon thac 
Coaſt ſhould continually be diſturbed and hindred, 


_ And as to thethird, Your Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay 
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hs before , That You had received no information of 


Holmes his aRions in thoſe parts 5 and for ſo much as con- 
cerned the Ships which are ready: to ſer Sail rowards the 
Coaft of Africk, that they were not in a condition to 
make any attempt there, being onely Merchant-men, un- 
to which there was added but one Man of War for their 
Convoy, 


For what-regards the poor Premontoies, That You were 
ſenſibly rouched with the miſerable condition of thoſe 
Churches and People, and for that reaſon Your AMa- 
Jeſty had already given Order to Your Ambaſſador in. 
France to contribute unto their relief and comfort in- 
Your name ; Bur forafmuch as at. preſent there -occurr 
ſome new difficulties. concerning the {aid Churches, 
Your Majeſty. would adviſe more. particularly - there-- 
upon, 


And laftly,. concerning the Merchants Ships which 
come from the United Provinces into this Kingdom , and 
are ſtopped without permiſsion to Land any where, be- 


2uſe they are ſuſpected to come from ſome place infected. 


with the Sickneſs , there being no diſtintion made be-- 
tiyeen Provinces-and Cities really atflited with the ſaid. 
Contagion,& thoſe which are not ſoatall; That Your Ma- 

7 ef having an extraordinary apprehenſion of that diſeaſe, 
had great reaſon to ule all poſsible precaution-againſt it ; 
Notwithſtanding, that the buſineſs ſhould alſo be thought 
upon more fully. 


1l which Points aboveſaid having been repeated by the- 


ſaid Ambaſſader at his laſt Audience , and intance there-- 


upon made, . that according to their Lordſhips deſires Your: 


Majeſty would be pleaſed to explain Your Self in Wri- 


ting, to put the minds of his Superiors out of perplexity- 
and diſquiet; and Your Majefty having to that purpoſe. 
| | de ed,. 
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1'Wi deſired, that all ſhould be comprized in a Memorral for an 
1 Anſwer to be given thereunto in Writing: The ſaid Me- |} 
| morial ( May it pleaſe Your Majeſty) is here moſt humbly Þ 
F | Preſented, with like prayer, tha: {uch Order may beta- 
| | ken therein, as that by a favorable anſwer (which the ſaid þ 
| } |  Ambaſſacor expe&ts from Your Majeſty) he may be en- : 
Fil þ abled to give his Maſters content, ? 
; 
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HiS eMAFESTIES ANSWER 
to the fore-going MEMOR 1A L. 


having ſo particularly ſer down the 
Anſwers he received from Us in his | 
ſeveral Audiencesto his particular de- | 
mands , Albeit Wee think he may 
well acquieſce with the ſame, yet fince | 
he hath thought fit by his Memorial to defire an An- | 
{wer in writing, Wecare very well pleaſed to fſatisfie | 
him herein, that the States General may ſee the (in- 


cerity of Our proceedings towards them. \ 


Concerning the preparations and proviſion of Veſ- | 
ſels of War, it is notoriouſly known, that in the be. | 
vinning of this year Wee gave order for the providing 
a leſs guard of Ships for the Summer then hath been | 
ſet out any year ſince Our happy Reſtoration for that | 
ſeaſon, believing Our Self to be in {o good Intelli- |! 
gence with all Our Neighbours, that Wee might well | 
ſave thatcharge ;, When Our Parliament, upon the 
Cry of the whole Nation, with ſome earneſinels preſ- | 
ſedUs to take an extraordinary way to repair Our | 
People for the many and dayly injuries they ſuſtained |! 
from the Subjects of the United Provinces by depre- 
dations at Sea, in other places as well as in the Eaſt-In- 
, in Which there were ſome circumſtances of that 
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preſumption, in declaring their Dominion,& inhib1- 
ting of Commerce againſt the Law of Nations, as all 
Princes are equality concerned therein with Us, Wee 


madeno other an{wer to Our Parliament, chan that 


| Wee made no doubt but that Our good Allies, the 
| States of the United Provinces, towhom 1n truth the 


Injuries ſuſtained could not reafonably(Wee thought) 
be imputed, would cauſe Juſtice to be done; in order 


to which, Wee would appoint Our Miniſter reſiding 


there to makea Repreſentation and Complaint, For 
which temper and moderation (when, it may be, ano- 
ther Relolution, conhidering the nature of the Provo- 
cations,would have been more agreeable to the deſires 
of Our Parliament) Wee etpected the thanks of Our 
ovo0d Neighbours;when on the contrary they no ſoon- 
er received advice of this an{wer returned by Us, then 


10a very extraordinary manner they oave direction 


tor the prelent ſerting out of a very great number of 
Ships of War, without any other viſible cauſe then to. 
manifeſt to the World how much they defied Us and 
Our Parliament. Upon all which, as Wee ſhould have 
been thought to have had very little forehghr for our 
Honour or Intereſt, it Wee had not prepared a conſji- 
derable Fleet for Our defence ,(the charge and expence 
whereof Wee would havebeen very.gladto havepre- 
vent ed) ſo the lame being g prepared, it . will be thought 

a very itrange Propoſition, chat it be ſtill kept wishin 
the Port ts; Andir will be found by their demeanour, 
that their Inftru&tions are not to do any injury co Our. 


| _ formalities which are ufual in Courts 0 


(17) | 
Neighbours and Friends, but to defend Our Self, | 
Our Dominions, and Our Subjects from receiving in. | 
juries from Our Enemies. Nor intruth can Wee be- | 
lieve er imagine that the United Provinces (from 
whom Wee have deſerved well, and with whom Wee | 
are ready to maintain a faſt Friendſhip, to which ma- | 
ny other- confiderations, beſides that great one ofthe | 
Proteſtant Religion, ſhould diſpoſe both of Us) will | 
deny to doe Us Juſtice uponOur reaſonable demands, | 
or that they will ever ſacrifice the Peace of their Coun- 
try for the ſupport of the miſcarriages of particular 
Perſons, or a particular Company, who Wee find by 
experience more conſiders their ownProfit and Inte- 
reſt then the Honour orSafety of the Government un- 
der which they live ; which the States General will 
well weigh and conſider. 


As Wee did with great franknels, and as an ever- 
laſting manifeſtation of Our afte&tion and kindneſs, 
concludethe late Treaty with the United Provinces, 
by which many very memorable diſcourtefies and in- 
juries to Our Self and Our People, and particularly 
that of Amboyna, were put in oblivion ;, ſo We have 
molt exactly obſerved every Article on Our part, and 
have no ſooner been moved taany particular in which 
the Subjects of the United Provinces have been griev- 
ed, then Wee have given order for their redrels, 18 the 


moſt expedite way, without putting them to thoſe 


t Juſtice + 
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| | Whereas Wee arevery ſorry to (ay, that upon all the 
Complaincs made at the Hague by Our Miniſter, in 
' which the matter of Fatt hath been moſt notortous 


|, and convincing, and the Right moſt apparent, re: 


|| dreſs hath not been given to any one, and ſuch delays 


|, uſedinall, asareupon the matter and in the con- 


|| ſequence of it a plain denial of Juſtice, which brings 
| every day great complaints to.Us from Our Subjects 
|| ofall parts: Notwithſtanding all which, Wee have 
not to this day granted one Lecter of Mart. upon the 
Subjects of the United Provinces. ; 


Concerning Captain Holmes, Wee have with great 
{incerity aſſured the Ambaſſador that he had no 
Commilsion to take Capo Verde, nor any other place 
belonging to the Dutch,or to do any act of hoſtility 
upon any of the Subjects of the United Provinces, 
that was not for the defence of Our Subjects and 
their-Frade into thoſe parts And Wee cannot but 
expect, that this Our tree: Declaration ſhould find 
more credit with Our Allies then any Informations 
er Examinations of Mariners and Seamen, who fel- 
dom know what they inform. . Wee exped the ſaid 
Captain Holmes his arrival here every day, and will 
then, upon dueenquiry into all that he hath done, de- 
rermine what 1sjuit. The Ships at preſent deſigned 
for thoſe parts are Ships of Trade, and have: neither 
powernor will to vrrong the Subjects of the United 


Provinces, But Weeare very heartily. ſorry to hear. 
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| {elf diſcovered, .and forced. to retire with ſome loſs; 3 
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not from general rumour, or the looſe diſcourſes of 
hear-ſays, bur from the pregnant Evidence and full- 
information ofOur Governour of Our Fort of Cors 
mantine, That about the end of January laſt, the 
Commanders of the Ships belonging to the Durch- 
Weſt-India Company , after many aſlaulcs upon Our 
Merchants Ships in thole Seas, and forbidding: 
and reſtraining them from Trade, did tir up and hire 
the King of Fontine to allaulr & ſurprize that Our Ca- 
ile of Corm: antine, and to put the ſame into their hands 
for the price of fixty Bendys, whereof one half was | 
payd down by the faid Dutch Commanders, with this- | 
condition likewile, that the fatd Natives ſhould ens | 
joy to themle]ves all the plunder of that Our faid- | 
Caſtle. In purſuance of which infamous Contract; | 
and the better to enable them co'perform the ſame; | 
the Dutch Commanders ſupplied che laid King of | 
Fantine with a good quantity.of Muskets, Powder and: 
Cartages, whereot Our Commander having notice, 
by the bleſino of God {urprized the ſame : which ic 
may be is one of thole Acts of Hoſtility whereof 
mention. is made in this Memorial, Wee having no. - 
notice of.any other. 'I'wo Men of War belongingts | 
the Dutch Company, came irom the Mina to- Cape | 
Coaſt to attend this enterprize at therime appointed, . 
and accordingly. the King of Fate upon the fifth . ! 
day of February laſt came with five: hundred men in - 
hops to have ſurprized Our Caſtle, but finding him- 
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headvanced again the next day witha Body of three 
| thouſand men, and continued a ſharp fight with Our 
| men for the ſpace of four hours, after which time he 
' was beaten off with great loſs, and. hath ſince with 


ſhame and ſorrow acknowledged his breach. of faith 


towards Us, and declared the motives and Contract 
aforeſaid; the Dutch Ships at the ſame time driving a 


{mall Ship belonging to Our Merchants under the 


.command of Captain Borthwick into Qur Port of Tna- 


ſhange, anchored by him, hindred all the Canoes 
from coming on board him, and took his Boat and 
fve men, which they would not reſtore till chey 
found their other enterprize had miſcarried. Wee 
cannot in any degree doubt that the States of the 
United Provinces will manifeſt their deteſtation of 
this perfidious deſign, and cauſe exemplary Juſtice to 
be done upon the Perſons guilty of it, which Wee ex- 
pe and require; and that inſtead of ſending Ships 
of War cojuſtifhe theſe unwarrantable and ſcandalous 
proceedings, (which would beattended with ill effects, 
and would inſen{tbly produce a War between the two 
Nations, which Wee defireto prevent,)their Wiſdoms 
will reprehend and warn their Weſt-India Company, 
that they hereafter forbear thoſe outrages, and thar 
they do net preſume under the ſtyle of Merchants to 
uſurp the Prerogative of Princes, and aſſume ſuch a 
Dominion to themſelves as, if ir were in truth veſted 
inthem, would not warrant them to inhibit Traf- 
hque and Commerce with their Neighbours, by 
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_ muſt incenſe all Chriſtian Peinces againſt vheir pje: 
i 


ſumption, 


Concerning the Reformed Churchesin the valleys 


of Piedmont, towards whom Wee have expreſſed Our 


 compaſsion and charity in a.contribution ſince Oar © 
happy Reſtoration, as Wee will be always ready | 


to relieve and protect the aiflicted ſtate of any Prote- 
{tanr Churches to Our Power; Wee. being not fully 


informed of their condition, or thegrounds of their - | 
late ſufferings, know not what more- to do, then to - | 
delire the Moſt Chriſtian King to uſe his mediation, 
which Wee doubt not but he will do upon the deſire - 
of Our Ambaſlador in Our name, and according to - 


Our dire&ions. 


Weeare exceedingly afflicted for thoſe places within 


the Domin1ons of the United Provinces which are at 
preſentinfeted with the Plague, and do heartily 


pray to-God that he will ſpeedily withdraw that his . 
Viſitation fromthem, and in the meantime do in a- 
great degree {uffer with them, by the ſuſpending that - 
Trafhqueand Commerce which 1s ſo much for. the - 
good of both Nations : Burt 1t cannot be expected or - 


defired that Wee will negle& or decline that provi- 


dent care of Our People which is due to them, in uſing - 


all poſsible means to prefervethem from that Conta- 


gion, which cannor be done without luch reſtraints, . 
e preſent with great. loſs and damage - 


vw hich are forth 
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reſpondence as ſafe and whol{ome as it hath been, and 


oth People, and to which Wee hope the i. 
od will ſhortly put a period, by making the cor- 


reſtoring perfect health to the places now infedted, as 
wellas to their Neighbours, who cannot but in a 


| degree ſuffer with them, though they are not under 
| the ſame calamity. 


Weehaving-now complyed with the Ambaſladors 
delires in giving this particular Anſwer in writing to 
his Memorial, and toall thathe hath propoſed to Us, 
Wee make no queſtion but he will faithfully cranſ. 
mit the ſame to Our good Friends and Allies the 


UnicedProvinces;and Wee defire him the ſaid Ambaſ- 
'| 1ador toaflure them, that Wee are fo firmly reſolved 
\.._to maintaina firm Amity and Friendſhip with them, 


thata War (by the bleſsing of God) cannot fall out 


between Us, except they depart from all rules of Ju- 


ſtice, and ſuffer their Subje&ts to involve them in a 
War to {upport the wrong they do their Neighbours 
aoainſtall Right , which Wee are moſt confident they 
will never be induced to do, and which miſchief (of 
which no man can foreſee he end) their great Wil- 
doms will prevent. 


CHARLES R. 


By his Majeſties Command. 
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